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D a t e :  F a l l  2 0 1 5D a t e :  F a l l  2 0 1 5

Alth ough  th e se d ata h av e be e n processe d  successfully on a com puter system  at th e Rockingh am  Planning 
Com m ission, no w arranty expresse d  or im plie d  is m ad e regard ing th e accuracy or utility of th e d ata on any 
oth er syste m  or for general or scie ntific purpose s, nor sh all th e act of d istribution constitute any such  
w arranty. It is also strongly recom m e nd e d  th at careful attention be paid  to th e conte nts of th e m etad ata 
file associate d  w ith  th e se d ata to e v aluate d ata set lim itations, restrictions or intend e d  use. Rockingh am  
Planning Com m ission sh all not be h e ld  liable for im proper or incorrect use of th e d ata d escribe d  and /or 
containe d  h ere in.

Base Features (transportation, political and  h yd rograph ic) w ere autom ate d  from  th e US GS  Digital Line 
Graph  d ata, 1:24,000, as arch iv e d  in th e GRANIT d atabase at Com plex S yste m s Research  Center, Institute 
for th e S tud y of Earth , Oceans and  S pace, Univ ersity of Ne w  Ham psh ire, Durh am , NH; 1992-2012. Th e road s 
w ith in th e Rockingh am  Planning Region h av e be e n upd ate d  by NH Departm ent of Transportation th rough  
local input by th e RPC w h ere av ailable.

RPC extends every effort to ensure map data is current and complete, however, errors do happen.  
Please let us know if you spot errors or omissions.

·
Document Path: S:\d-std_gis\d-2014\d-maps\Map 17P - Conservation Priority Areas.mxd
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This mapset was funded with grants from NH Office of Energy & Planning and through the RPC's UPWP grant.
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Land Conserv ation Plan for NH’s Coastal Watershed
Th is d ataset is th e precursor to th e Land  Conserv ation Plan for th e Merrim ack Watersh e d . Th is d ataset integrates 
best-av ailable natural resource d ata w ith  expert jud gm ent to prioritize land  protection to protect w ater 
quality, h abitat, farm s and  fore sts, and  recreational ope n space.   Th e resultant d ata is broken d ow n into 2 
le v e ls, a Core Area th at is th e h igh e st ranke d  areas and  S upporting Natural Land scape, w h ich  is th e second  tier 
of h abitat. Th e Core h abitat contains th e e sse ntial natural resources for w h ich  th e focus area w as id e ntifie d , w ith
th e bound ary fitte d  to th e real w orld  of road s, forest e d ges, riv ers and  w etland s.  Th e supporting natural 
land scape is com prise d  of natural land s th at buffer and  som etim e s link core areas and  h e lp to m aintain h abitat 
and  ecological processe s.
Land Conserv ation Plan for the Merrimack Watershed
Th is d ataset is a ne w  scie nce-d riv e n, conse nsus land  conserv ation plan for th e Merrim ack w atersh e d  aim e d  
to be com ple m e ntary to th e Land  Conserv ation Plan for NH’s Coastal Watersh e d . Th is d ataset integrates 
best-av ailable natural resource d ata (ov er 43 d atasets) w ith  expert jud gm ent to prioritize land  protection to 
protect w ater quality, h abitat, farm s and  forests, and  recreational ope n space.   Th e resultant d ata is broken 
d ow n into 3 le v e ls, Tier 1 High e st scoring areas, Tier 2 Very High  scoring areas, Tier 3 High  scoring areas. 

Land Conserv ation Plan for NH’s Coastal Watershed (2006)
Core (High e st Value)
Land scape (High  Value)

Land Conservation Plan for the Merrimack Watershed (2014)
Tier 1 - Highest
Tier 2 - Very High
Tier 3 - High


